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Oregon Iron Works, Inc. 
History

ü Oregon Iron Works, Inc (OIW) was founded in 
1944

ü The company started with a handful of staff and 
has grown to 400+ skilled craftsmen and office 
employees

ü Over $100 Million in Annual Sales
ü Over 800,000 man hours per year
ü OIW has two facilities

¸ Headquarters in Clackamas, Oregon
¸ Second facility in Vancouver, Washington
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Diversity of Industries

OCEAN ENERGY AEROSPACE

MECHANICAL

MARINE

HYDRO-ELECTRIC

NUCLEAR

STREETCAR

GROUND MISSILE

DEFENSE (GMD)

BRIDGE
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Marine Renewable Energy 
Experience

ü Oregon Iron Works, Inc. is experienced in 
creating products for fresh or salt water 
environments. OIW has a globally 
recognized Marine Division with a wide 
range of advanced accomplishments:

ü Manufacturing engineering and 
fabrication

ü Prototype development
¸ Fabricate OPT Power Take off, 2007
¸ Design/Build Finavera Buoy, 2007
¸ Fabricating OPTõs Next Generation 

Buoy, 2009-2010
ü Production runs
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Lessons Learned 
from Other Industries

ü Choose and involve fabricator during design 
to lower cost and improve quality

ü When do you need to machine a part? 
ü Distortion issues need to be considered at 

design
ü Positioning for best results
ü Fixturing for repetitive operations
ü Be open to evaluating and implementing 

changes suggested by fabricator
ü Design to minimize corrosion/salt water 

impacts
ü Ensure that design takes into account 

capabilities of fabricator
ü Evaluate precision vs. efficiency vs. 

cost effectiveness


